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working	directory)	and	press	Enter	to	echo	the	current	path.	Example:	cd	“path/to/directory/”	(Figure	A)	Figure	A	2.	Listing	Directory	Command:	ls	What	it	does:	Use	this	command	after	browsing	a	directory	using	the	cd	command	to	display	the	contents	(files	and	directories)	within	the	current	directory.	Use	the	-l	(ls	-l)	argument	to	get	even	more
information	about	each	of	the	files,	including	permissions,	owner,	and	date	created.	Example:	ls	“path/to/directory/”	(Figure	B)	Figure	B	3.	Open	File	Command:	Open	What	it	does:	While	browsing	a	directory,	you	may	come	across	a	file	you	want	to	open	on	your	Mac.	This	is	where	the	Open	command	comes	into	play.	Type	this	command	followed	by	a
space	and	the	file	name	will	open	the	file	with	the	app	that	can	open	that	file	type	on	the	Mac.	When	you	type	the	filename,	you	don’t	need	to	type	the	full	name,	type	partially	what	you	can,	then	press	tab	to	auto-complete	the	remaining	text.	Example:	Open	“file	name”	(Figure	C)	Figure	C	4.	Copying	a	file	to	another	directory	Command:	cp	What	it
does:	This	command	makes	it	easy	to	copy	a	file	from	one	location	to	another,	or	simply	make	a	copy	of	the	same	file	with	a	new	name.	When	you	specify	the	first	argument,	include	the	original	file	you	want	to	copy	followed	by	a	full	space	and	path,	the	file	name,	and	the	extension	of	where	you	want	the	copy	to	be	placed	when	the	command	is
executed.	The	Terminal	will	return	when	the	copy	has	been	completed.	Example:	cp	“filename”	“newfile”	(Figure	D)	Figure	D	5.	Move	a	file	Command:	mv	What	it	does:	When	you	don’t	want	to	copy	a	file,	but	instead	move	it,	use	the	same	format	as	the	cp	command,	but	replace	“cpÃ¢Â¡Â¡	with	“mvÃ¢Â¡Â¡.	This	will	move	files	from	one	location	to
another,	removing	the	file	from	the	original	location	and	inserting	it	into	the	new	location	Example:	mv	“filename”	“path/to/new/file/location”	(Figure	E)	Figure	E	6.	Create	a	text	file	Command:	touch	What	it	does:	Touch	touch	tahW	pot	:dnammoC	sessecorp	retupmoc	gninnur	ylevitca	tsiL	.11	J	erugiF	)J	erugiF(	ÂÂÃ¢dnammocÂÂÃ¢	odus	:elpmaxE
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gninnur	a	ees	osla	llÂÂÃ¢uoY	.noitazilitu	ksid	dna	UPC	,yromem	eht	gnidulcni	,wodniw	lanimreT	eht	ni	detadpu	metsys	ruoy	fo	stats	eht	ees	does:	does:	Arguments	and	other	information	about	what	a	command	does.	Use	this	man’s	command	when	you	want	to	find	out	more	about	a	particular	command.	Example:	“command”	man	(Figure	p)	Figure	P
17.	The	command	is	â	̈¬	Å	Exit:	exit	from	what	it	does:	this	command	will	close	the	current	session	in	the	terminal.	You	can	also	just	close	the	window,	but	this	may	not	be	possible	when	using	SSH	through	the	terminal	to	access	a	remote	machine.	In	this	case,	you’ll	want	to	use	the	output	to	hang	up	that	remote	connection	before	closing	the	window.
Example:	Output	(Figure	Q)	Figure	Q	What	are	your	reference	commands?	While	this	article	is	more	focused	on	those	who	are	new	to	MacOS	or	perhaps	coming	from	another	operating	system	like	Windows,	I	hope	that	even	experienced	users	will	be	able	to	strengthen	their	knowledge	base.	Which	terminal	commands	do	you	use	most	often?	Which
terminal	commands	would	you	add	to	this	list?	You	like	to	hear	yourself!	Editor’s	Note:	This	article	was	originally	written	by	Jesus	Vigo	and	has	been	updated	by	Cory	Bohon	to	include	more	information	and	updated	commands.	commands.
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